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‘ When good men dit, a nation mourns,” 


ny A ketch of the character of 
< HIS EXCELLENCY 
INCREASE SUMNER, Ese. 
Yate Governor of the Commonwealth of 
_2Maffachufetts, who died at Bofton Jane the 


*~ > path 1799.— 
From the MassacnusetTTs CemTINEL. 


ur, 


_{A chara@er worthy of all imitation.) 





Govzanorn Sumner was born in Rox- 
d, bury, near Bofton, on the 27th day of Ne- 
vember, in the year of 1746. After having 
received a fuitable education, he enteredyas 
a ftudent at Harvard college, in Cambridge; 
and in the year 1767 had the honors of that 
wniverfity conferred upon him, Having 
thus laid the foundation for progrefs in a 
ufeful {ciencegihe applied himfelf to the ftu- 
dy of the | under the inftru€tion of a 
Barrifter of eminence in the-town of Bolton. 


? In the year 1770, he was admitted as an at- 
torney in the court of common plezs, and 
1? within three years after, as au attorney of 


the fupreme judicial courts where he was . 


afterwards created a barrifter at law. His 
4 “eondult ad practice at the bar afforded full 
proof, that he had, with afliduity, cultivated 
‘a genius naturally ftrong amd prolific; and 
had raifed a ufeful fuperftru€ture of icience, 
on a broad foundation of pure claflical litera. 
ture. His deportment asa profeffional man, 
refle€ted the higheft honor on the profefli- 
en, and procured hima firm ftanding in the 


rance, beft wifhes and high expeations of his fel- 
; dow-citizens: He was, therefore, when he 
al fea, was very young, elected a reprefentative of 
free! the town df Roxbury, and was -foon after 


ehofen a fenator fur the county of Suffolk. 


— Governor Hancock, in the year 1782, 
ef in compliance with his own opinion, as well 
ho had as with the general with of the public, ap- 
Sugar pointed Mr. Suse a judge of the fupreme 
fidera- judicial court, In this honorable and ufeful 
“« My lation, he remained refpected, venerated 
‘nt ap- and beloved, until the free fuffrages of his 
vid mey fellow-citizens called him frem the bench to 
frould the-chair of government, in the year 1797. 
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The amiable mannere of Governor Sum- 
NER, accompanied and recommended him 
through all the ftages of his life: his claff- 
mates at fchool and im collegt, viewed him 


was the man of integrity, good humour and 
politenefs. Qn the bench, pity and com- 
paffion fat on his brow, whilft the exa& rnies 
of civil juftice were impartially dealt from 
Ahishands. Asa chief magiftrate of an im- 
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more. © portant ftate inthe American Union, he-was 
monu+ _ & -@efitm, inflexible friend to the national gZ- 
which ' WVernment and federal intereft. He was the 
bf time, seal and {ubftantial friend of liberty, Being 


continudily in the councils of his country, . 


as their patfon and friend. At the bar, he . 


whilft fhe was contending for freedom and 
independence, he had, witha pure unpreju- 
diced underftanding and a difcretion of fenti- 
ment peculiar to him({elf, contemplated thé 
rights of the human race, atid inveftigated 
the lines by which civil liberry mult be Cir- 


cumfcribed, ‘Hence he concluded, that ci- 


Vil freedom has its only foundation in go- 
vernment, and cannot exift unlefs it is efta- 
blithed in and fupported and diref&ted by per- 
manent and fixed principles of jurifpradence, 

In the office of governor, Mr. Sumyer 


~was ealy of accefs, ready to receive commu- 


nications, polite and condefcending to eve- 
ry application, -but cautious, difcreet and 
deliberate in his engagements and meafures., 
His elegance of perfon and unaffected urba- 
nity of manners, made the moft pleafing 
impreffions on_all who had concerns with 
‘him in his official charaf&er. His patticu- 
lar friends and intimateacquajntance, were 
charmed with that eafy and natural polite- 
nefs, which rendered him quite as agreeable 
in the moft familiar and ungarded moments, 
as he was when the forms of focia! decorum 
called him to a higher grade of reftraint.. 

It would be aa-omiffion, quite unfuited to 
the tenor. of his life and charafer, if we did 


act mention him as a man of the pureft mo- ; 


rals, and as having an openty profeffed re- 
gard for the chriftian religion. In yielding 
obedience to the command of that holy and 
divine fyftem, he was con{tant and exempla- 
ry from his youth: on that he placed his 
hopes, and from thence he drew his confo- 
lation, when the honors and riches of this 
world could afford him no comfort. 

Te attempt a full defcription of the vir- 
tuss and accomplifhments of governor Su x- 
NER, in a biographical fketch, would be de- 
rogatory to his chara€ter. ‘Various produc- 
tions will do juftice to the memory -of this 
excellent mau, end will give his character 
more amply to the world. We, therefore, 
will excuie ourfelves to our readers, by on- 
ly adding that in the death of governor Sum- 
weR the whole American nation has fuffered 
a heavy lofs ; but which is more particular- 
ly felt by the citizens of Maffachufetts, be- 
caule they were more intimately acquainted 
with-his invaluable worth. The univerial 
forrow which, on this melancholy event, 
{preads itfelf through every clais of citizens, 
and ever every part of the commonwealth, 
is the higheft eulogy on his merit. Thefe 
give, in the moft unaffected and fincere indi- 
Cations, full evidence that the people lament 
the lofs of a tried and faithful friend ; and 
that the country mourns the death of a PA- 
TRIOT. 


The number of people who.attended the 
funeral of the late Gov. Sumner, in Bof- 
ton, amounted, according to the Eaftern 


papers, ta 30,coeo perfons. 


THE STORY OF 


ALCANDER anp SEPTIMIUS. 
Taken from @ Byzentine Hiforian. 


s 





ze a ENS, long after the decline of the 


oman empire, ftill*continued the fear of 
learning, politenefsand wifdom. Theodo- 
ric, the Oftrogoth, repaired the {chools 
which barbarity was fuffering to fall into de- 
cay, and continued thofe penfions to men of 
learning, which avaricious governore had - 
menopolized, 

In this city, and about this peried, Al- 
cander and Septimius were fellow fludents 
together ; the one, the moft fubtle reafon- 
er of all the Lyceum; the other, the mot 
eloquent fpeaker in the academic grove. Mu- 
tual admiration foon begot friendihip. Their 
fortunes were nearl~ equal, agd they were 
nativesof the two moft celebrated cities in 
the world; for Alcander was of Athens, 
Septimiuscame from Rome. 

In this ftate of harmony they lived for 
fome time together, when Alcander, after 
paffing the rt partof his youth in the indo- 
lence of philofophy, thought at length of 
entering into the bufy world; and, asa fle 
previous to this, placed his affe€tionsGn yo 
patia, a lady of exquifite beauty. The day 
of their intended nuptials was fixed; the 
previous ceremonies were performed ; and 
nothing nuw remained but her being con- 
duéted in triumph to the apartmont of the 
intended bridegroom. 

Alcander’s exultation in his own happinefs, 
er being unable toenjoy any fatisfa&tion wittt 
out making his friend Septimius a partuer, 
prevailed upon him to introduce Hypatia te 
his fellow-ftudent ; which he did wirh all 
the gaiety of aman who found himfelf equal- 
ly happy in friendfhip and love. But this 
was an interview fatal to the future peace of 
both; for Septimius no fooner faw her, but 
he was {mitten with an involuntary paffion ; 
and, though he ufed every effort to fup- 
prefs defires at oncefo imprudent aad unjuft, 
the emotions of his mind in a fhort time be- 
came fo ftrong, that they brought on a fe- 
ver, which the phyfician# judged ingarable. 

During this illne{s, Alcander watched him 
with all the anxiety of fonduefs, and brought 
his miftre{s to join in thofe amiable offices 
of friendthip. The fagacity of the phyfici- 
ans, by theie means, {oon difcovered that 
the caufe-of their patient’s diforder was love; 
and Alcander being apprifed of theirditco- 
very, at length extorted aconfefion from 
the reluétanr dying lover. . 

It would but delay the narrative to de- 
fcribe the contli& between love and friend- 
fh'p in the breaft of Alcander on this occa- 
fion ; it is enough to fay, that the Atheni- 
ans were at that time arrived atduch refine- 
meat in morals, that<Very virtue was cat~ 
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ried to excefs, In fhort, forgetful of his 
own felicity, he gave up his intended bride, 
in all her charms, to the young Koman. 
They were married privately by his conni- 
vance, and this unlooked for change of for- 
tune wrought as unexpected a change in the 
conftitution of the now happy Septimius, 
In afew days he was perfectly recovered, 
and fet out with his fair partner for Rome. 
Here, by an exertion of thofe talents which 
he was {0 eminently poffefled of, Septimius, 
in a few years, arrived at the higheft digni- 
ties of the ftate, and was conftituted the ci- 
ty judge, or prator. " 

In the meantime, Alcander not only felt 
the pain of being feparated from his friend & 
mhiftrefs, but a profecution was alfo com- 
menced agaift him, by the rélations of Hy- 
patia, for having bafely given up his bride, 
as was fuggefied, formoney. His innocence 
of the crime laid to his charge, and even his 
eldquence in his own defence, were not a- 
bleto withftand the influence of a powerful 
party. He was caft, and condemned to pay 
an enormous fine. However, being unable 
to raife fo large a fum at the time appointed, 
his pofleffions were confifcated, he himfelf 
was ftripped of the habit of freedom, ex- 
poied asa flave in the market-place, and fold 
to the higheft bidder. 


A merchant of Thrace becoming his pur- 
chafer, Alcander, with. fome other compa- 
nions of diftrefs, was carried into that regi- 
on of defolation and fterility. His ftated em- 


' 


p iyment was to follow the herds of an im- 


emeperitis mafter, and his fuccefs in hunting 


wasal] tWat was allowed him to fupply bis 
precarious fubfiftence. Every morning wak- 
ed him to a renewal of famine or toil, and 
every change of feafon ferved but to aggra- 
vate his untheltered diftrefs. After fom 
years of bondage, however, an opportunity 
of efcaping offered, he embraced it with ar- 
dour; fv that, travelling by night, and lodg- 
ing in caverns by day, to fhorten a long fto- 
ry, heat laff arrived in Rome. The fame 
day on which Alcander arrived, Septimius 
fat adminiftering juftice in the forum, whi- 
ther our wanderer came, expecting to be 
daftantly known, and publicly acknowledg- 
ed, by his former friend. Here he Rvod the 
whole day among the crowd, watching the 
eyes of the judge, and expeéting to be taken 
notice of: but he was fo much altered by 
a long fucceflion ef hardthips, that he con- 
tinued unnoticed qm@ong the reft ; and, in the 
evening, whenhe was going up to the pra- 
tor’schair, he was brutally repulfed by the 
ettertding li€tors, -The attentionof the poor 
as generally driven from one ungrateful ob- 
3c¢& to another; for night coming on, he 


now found himlelf under the neceflity of 


fecking.a place to lie in, and yet knew not 
whereto@pply. Ail emaciated and ia rags, 
a3 bE Was, nongef the citizens would harbor 
fommuch Wretchednefs; and flceping in the 
ftreets might be attended with interruption 
omdargen: in fhori, he wasebliged to take 
up-his lodging in one of the tombs without 
the city, the ufual retreat of guilty poverty, 
and defpair, In thjg manfion of horror lay- 
ing his plead. upon a% inverted urp, he for- 
got his milsri¢s for a «hile in Seep; and 
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found, on his flinty couch, more eafe than 
beds of down can fupply to the guilty. 

As he continued here, about midnight, 
two robbers came to make this their retreat ; 
but, happening to difagree about the divifi- 
on of their plunder, one of them ftabbed 
the other to the heart, and téft him welter- 
ing in blood at the entrance.» In thefe cir- 
cumftances he was found next morning, 
dead, at the mouth of the vault. This na- 
turally inducing a further enquiry, an alarm 
was {pread; the cave was examined, and 
Alcandembeing found, was immediately ap. 
prehended, and accufed of robbery and mur- 
der. The circumftances againft him were 
ftrong, and the wrerchednels of his appear- 
ance confirmed fufpicion. Misfortune and 
he were now fo long acquainted, that he at 
laft became regardiefs of life. He detefted 
a world where he had found only ingrati- 
tude, falfehood, and cruelty ; he was deter- 
mined to make no defence; and thus, lower- 
ing with refolution, he was dragged, bound 
with cords, before the tribunal of Septimius, 
As the proofs were pofitive againft him, and 
he offered nothing in his own vindication, 
the judge was proceeding to doom him to a 
moft cruel and igoominious death, when the 
attention of the multitude was foon divided 
by another obje&. The robbér, who had 
been really guilty, was apprehended felling 
his plunder, and, ftruck with a panic, had 
confefled hiscrime. He was brought bound 
to the fame tribunal, and acquitted every 
other perfon of any partnerhip in his guilt. 
Alcander’s innocence therefore appeared, 
but the fullen rafhnefs of his condu& remain- 
ed a wonder to the {urrounding multitude ; 
but their aftonifhment was {till further in- 
creafed, when they faw their judge ftart 
from his tribunal toembrace the luppoled cri- 
minal, Septimius recollected his friend and 


former benefactor, and hung upon his neck | 


with tears of pity and of joy. Need the fe- 
quel be related ? Alcande: was acquitred ; 
fhared the friendfhip and honors of the piin- 
cipal citizens of Rome ; lived afterwards in 
happinefs and eale ; and left it to be cngtav- 
edon his tomb, That no circumftances are 
fo de{perate, which Providence may not re- 
lieve. 
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THE LIMNER, 


6 Oh! what ariddle of abfurdity is man.” 
Younc. 
Man is a paradox—an enigma—fo intri- 
cate, that the united powers of the moralift 
aud the philolopher have failed in the folu- 
tion of his nature, What Lavater could a- 
nalyfe his mental phyfiogunomy? What 
Locke could trace the incomprehenfible la- 
byrinth of his brain ? His actions and pro- 
teflions are at eternal variance, aud exhibit 
{uch a complicated lyilem of caprice and in- 
contiftency, as almoft to bid defiance tu the 
ridicule of the fatvrift, who does not rail 
at the ** abfurdity” of the times, that, were 


he to turn his eyes into himfelf, would not‘ 


find a mofl admiratle example f the jufice 








of his fatire? and who does not difcern, 
with the “ microfcopic eye” of malevolence, 
the pretty foibles whieh charaélerife his 
neighbor, while felf love blinds him to the 
fight of his own? Yet, though quick to diG 
cover the blemifhes in which all participate, 
he cannot but acknowledge that eminence of 
virtue which diftinguifhes a few :—and tho’ 
fenfible of thofe frailties in others which ex 
cite his difguft, he fails to correét them in 
himielf, Strange compound of knowledge 
and folly! how much more requifite is his 
perception of wrong than his adherence to 
right—how much ftronger is his fenfe, than 
his performance @f reGtitude ! 

See, with what pharifaic air, Epicurus 
will utter an elaborate philippic againft the 
vice of gluttony, but the favour of 2 goofe 
pye, or the delicious fumes of a turtle foup, 
overturn in an inftant the laboured fabric of 
his temporary temperance, and ‘* leave hot 
a trace behind.” Ebriofus, will difclaim 
Jikea Muffelman againft wine-bibbers, and 
defcant with all the zeal of an apoftle in 
praifes of fobriety, while in about. three 
hours after he foberly goes toget drunk, And 
Mifs Elizabeth Tabby too a flender piece of 
female antiquity, rails with-equal horror a- 
gainft “* the beaftly fin’? of drunkennefs, 
when fhe has juft returned fim taking a fe- 
cret fip of her own fliong waters. There’s 
old Profir and Lofs the ftockbroker, who 
unmercifully condemns his neighbour Skin- 
flint for a mifer, yer fails to recolle& the 
little meannefles, which have fwelled insown 
coflere, and the low artilices by which he 
has perievered, in adding yet one cent to his 
countlefs thoulands. Staytape @B€™ taylor, 
very honeftly cabbages 2 portion of his cuf- 
tomer’s clorl, while he execrates a country& 


man who deceived him in a pound of butter, | 


And lawyer Scout vehemently eulogifes she 
{veets of unfullied brobity, and dwe)ls og the 
fecret folace of an approving confciehce, 
while he nonfuits his clients pocket, and 
commitsa burglary upon the contents of his 
purfe. The rigid Werus will rail ike an a- 
nathematizing prelate againft the diflipation 
of the age, and demurely “* damns the The- 
aire, a€tors and all;’? yet can I remember,| 
that wien he was young he was the highe ft 
blood and greateft rake extant, and has of 
late been frequently féen to countenance 
theatrical amufements by the example of hi 
prefence. While Publiusroo, a furious de 
mocrat, is eternally {wearing that the peo 
ple fhould rule, in order that he may rufe the 
people. : 


And behold their religious Gripo, whos 
Shylock looks and vinegar aufperity of cou 
tenance indicate the contradiction of hi 
beart—hew devout his exterior—how fole 
nized his afpegt—how forcibly it {peaks h 
worth; but tosturn to the language of h 
coudut—doés that prononnce his eulogy 
—where do we find the records of his bei 
ficence?—difrobe the fan@ified hypocrite ¢ 
his vizer, and we fhall behold hin blac 
with malignant paffions;—when did tl 
heart gladden at his approach? W head 
the fatherlefs and the widow bend to blefs 1 
name? And let us follow him to the hou 
ef the Loid—how zealous his devotion 
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how fervent his picty--how like a chriftian 
in his appearance yet how like a heathen in 
his life; and even in the moment of devoti- 
on, if his foul could be viewed, it would per- 
haps be {cen cafting up compound intereft. 

But it would be ufelefs to multiply exam- 
ples, for volumns would be infufficient. to 
contain the evidences of the inconfiftency 
ef man: It is bis birthright—it adheres as 
clofely to his nature as frailty, and the only 
thing im: which he is not variable. Soon 
fhall we fee a Coguette, accufing the wind 





ty and candour: and you will foon begin to 
think the, bleflings of friendhip too dear, 
when bought at the price of fuch facrifices. 

Rut though fincerity is to be faithfully 
oblerved in the intereourfe of friendthip; 
yet the harfhnefs. of contradiGion muft be 
carefully avoided. Thofe obliging manners 
which are fo agreeable in an acquaintance 
or cafual companion, are ftill. more fo ina 
friend. If they are neceflary to recommend 
the advantages of fogiintercourfe in general 
tothe membersof fotiety, they are no lels 
















of ficklene{s—a Chartrefs, adminiftering juf- | neceflary to communicatea ¢ the in- 

tice, and zealoufly praying for a gallows to tercourfe of friendhip, B n think 
y, Py : Ratna: ] 

hang all the rogues in the land. and a Vol- | themfelvesintitled to beh whom 


taire praifing the benevolence of Providence, 
and revering the fanctity of religion. 

There are few things with maukiud, more 
contagious than example, and there is none 
which has a greater influence on fociety, 
than the virtuous example of thofe we have 
been accuftomed to refpe&t—of the ruler, the 
parent, the guardian. When we obferve a 
gxian, recommending to the praétice of others, 
thole duties which are not exhibited in his 
own, and inculcating the privation of thole 
indulgencies which he does not deny him- 
felf ;. can we expett to fee cither the upright 
ruler, the worthy parent, or the juft guardi- 
an: the influence of his authority, however 
beneficial is: loft; duties, however praife- 
worthy, which he recommends by precept, 
are deftroyed by the force of example; and 
the virtues which he inculcates as neceflary 
in another, he proves by his own prattice, to 
be uneffential in himfelf, 


they call there friends, and ¢ intereft 
they profefs to regard as their own, wich 
harfiinefs, negligence, and indecent famili- 
arity; but nothing can be more fatal to 
friendfhip. It isa well known maxim, ef- 
tablifhed by general and uniform experience, 
that too much familiarity occasions mutual con- 
tempt—-And indeed how can it be otherwife ? 
Mild and obliging manners are underftood as 
the natural genuine expreffions of kindne/s 
and affection: boifterous rudenefs, petu- 
lence, and neglect, are naturally confider- 
ed as expreflive of oppofite fentiments, 

But if friendthip afiume the tone, the car- 
riage, and the language of enmity or indif- 
ference, it muft foon loofe alhits native 
charms and advantages, Let the friend as 
well as cafual companion, when he finds rea- 
fon to dilapprove of the fentiments and con- 
duct, or deffent from the opinions of his 
friend, exprefs himfelf in the gentleeft terms, 
with honelty and fincerity, but without 
carelefsnels or harfhnefs, Let no frequency 
ef intercourfe, nor union of interefls, ever 
tempt too carelefs or contemptuous familia- 
rity. Stiff and unmeaning’ceremony may be 
banifhed ; but eafe and delicacy, and re- 
fpeftful diflereuce, 4& an obliging attention, 
muft fupply itsroom, Much of the unhap- 
pinefs of the marriage ftate, and much of the 
mutual uneafinefles which arifes among 
thofe who are related by the endvaring tics 


. We ; . 5 
of confanguinity, is occafioned by the | 


re 
ties who are thus clofely conneéed, think. 
ing it unneceflary to obferve the ordinary 
rules of good breeding, in there mutual in- 
tercourfe. Even kindnefs puts on a difguft- 
ing garb, and ailumes an harfh afpect 5 but 
mutual gejndoels cannot there long fubfift. 
Home, which ought to be a fanétuary to 
fhelter from the anxieties and ijls of life, a 
little paradife wherethofe pure and innocent 
pleafures might be enjoyed which afford the 
moft genuine happine{s, and which are not 
to be taftec in the buftleof the bufy diffipa- 
tion of the gay world ;—home thus becomes 
a place of turment, which is never entered 
but with pain aad unwillingne(fs ; and from 
which the fon, the daughter, the hufiand, 
and the wife, eagerly {cize every opportuni- 
ty to efcape. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 








SINCERITY may be confidered as the 
fir law of friendhiip. Artifice and hypo- 
cricy afe inimical to all focial intercourfe. 
Between the deccitful & the honeft, friend- 
fhip can never fubfift:—For a while, the 
one may impofe upon the other ; unfulpici- 
ous lntegtity may not beable to fee through 
the mafk under which the hedious features 
of ielifh cunning are vicled ;. but the deceit- 
ful friend, muftever be a ftranger to the de- 
lightful fentiments of genuine friendfhip. 
To enjoy thefe your virtues mutt be fincere, 
your aifeGions for the perfon whom.you call 
your friend unfeigned, in communicating 
to ich other your fentiments, in offering 
and liening to a mutual advice, in joining 
to profecute the fame defigns, or fhare in 
the fame amufements, candid fincerity muft 
fill be obferved between you ;—although 
not to perfuade each other, that your mutu- 
al affection is more ardent, or your mutual 
eftcem more profound, thanit really is; If 
the fentiments or vupinions which ‘the one 
exprefles, appear to the other improper or il] 
founded, let not a falfe delicacy prevent him 
from declaring his reafons again{t them ! Jet 
him not applaud where, if he were fincere, 
he mult blame ; join not even your friend in 
an undertaking which you feereily diflike, 
or an amufement infufferably difagreeable to 
youmYou cannot confiftently with finceri- 
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MEDLEY. 
From a London paper, 
An Englihh Boatiwain who had his legs fot 
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off in alateengagement, requefted a mefl- 
mate to ram them jnto a cannon, and fre 
them off, that he might have a kick at the 
cnemy before he died. 


—~— 


The book entitled * L’Efprit.” (Wit) & 


the poem of “ La Pucelle’’ (the Maid) were 


prohibited in Switzerland 


The magiitrare 


appointed to fearch after thefe twa warks 
wrote to the fenate of Berne— 


*s We have not been able ta find in the 


whole Canton cither Wit or Maid.” 





one 1 eae 
MEDITATION 
On hearing the Clock firike THREE authé | 
morning. 
Treice fince the midnig 
norous hand of time, 
On yon fhrill bell has told the tale 
Of our fwift gliding unreturning days. 
Methinks I hear it folemn thus harangue, 
*¢ Stop, tranfient mortal, think upon thy lofsy 
A lols Peruvian mines can ne’er make good, 


ht hour, the fo- 


Nor all Golconda’s glittering gems repay !” 
‘© What lofs (cries old Avaro) is fo great 
As of yon fhining heaps my toul adores ?” 


Yes, wretch, the lofs uf time, a gem unva- 
lu’d, 

Riches beyond al! calculations great ; 

Thou now art whirling on the wheels of time, 

Which, till it’s revolutions are complete, 

Shall ftill keep rolling fwittly on; 

No motion retrograde it’s movements on ; 

Soon it may ftop—to thee, alas! how foon ! 

Ere once again yon bel) fhall tell the hours, 

The hittle,thare of time allotred thee 

May all be fpent!: then fhalt thou know it’s 
worth, ’ 

Thine own no more. 
lue, 

Like di’monds from their {carcity are priz’d, 

When e’er again I hear yon warning giver; 

May it’s unnotic’d found by me be mark’d, 

And help to win me from this nether world 


There—there the vae 
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SONG 
AT THE CLOSE OF HARVEST. 


WITH thankful hearts and chearful voice 
Let all the nymphs and fwains rejoice, 
And finging merry make ; 
The plenteous harveft now fecure, 
Let old and young the pleafures pure 
Of rural life partake. 


The barns now fill’d with hay and grain, 
To {pend when ftorms of fnow and rain 
Wide devaftation brings ; 
Each breaft let gratitude poffefs, 
Each willing foul forever blefs 
The giver of good things. 


Set round the board like chriftian friends 
Let us pertake what Heaven fends, 
The produce of the earth: 
Let foreign {pirits ne’er intrude, 
To make usangry, rough, or rude, 
And poifon all our mirth. 


The jovial fongand lively danee, 
The joy of human life advance, 
Let no one then be fad: 
Why with dull fuperftition’s cloud, 
Bhould we th’ Almighty’s image fhroud, 
When f{cripture bids be glad ? 


‘Shen let the hardy jovial fwain, 
That lately mow’d the flow’ry plain 
+ Unbend himfelf a while ; 
And Sufaa quit her {pinning wheel, 
And join to dance the.country reel, 
Forgetting all her toil. 


ihe contemplative mind of age, 
And fedate philofophic fage 
Will join the focial band. 
Wh le mufic’s moft inchanting found, 
And joy and virtue dance around, 
Forever hand in hand, 


—_ errr 
——— 
AURA anp tue SAGE. 


By F. H. Wynne, Efq. 
AURA, the beauteous, gay, and young, 
Had heard her praife from ev’ry tongue : 
Ere fixteen {ummers fill’d their eourfe, 
Each youth canfeis’d her beauty’s force. 


Arcadia’s fhepherds figh’d, and {wore 
Eternal love—could {wains do more ? 

To cach, her {miles would ftill exprefe 
A virgin’s thanks—could the do lefs ? 


Nor yet, totodch her youthful heart, 

Had Cupid drawn his golden dart, 

All knew her power, confefs'd her charms, 
But none could wia her to bis arms, 


Tue FrRanNxciIn Minerva: 


Chancing at fetting day to rove, 
Through the deep umbrage of a grove 3 
Unmark'd the fun withdpew his light, 
And Helper ufher’d in the night. 


‘When, as the moon full-orb’d had drawa 
Her filver mantle o’er the lawn; 

Clofe at her fide a fage appear’d, 

In flowing robe, with {nowy beard. 


His pace was folemn, flow—his eye 
Fix'd on the-concave of the fky; 
dilence when he fpeke, 
his lipsthefe accents broke— 


Daughter, well met’! in early youth 
Wouldit thou attend the voice of truth; 
Hearken betimes to Wifdom’s voice, 
And make her facred rules thy choiec. 


No precepts long 1 offer here 

But fimpleft words fhall greet thine ear, 
(Which faithful mem’ry eafy keeps) 
To guard thee when frail reafon fleeps. 


Truft not te fortune, ner the throng 
That idly pour the am’rous fong ; 

With prudence yet increafe thy pow’r, 
And fill improve life’s fleeting hour !— 


He ceaf'd, and vanith’d from her views 
Silent the penfive fair withdrew ; 

Yet in her eyes his form appears, 

The founds yet-vibrate in her ears. 


The ftrongeft maxims weakly bind, 
Where mighty Self inthrals the mind : 
Pow’r pain’d by beauty claims her care, 
All elfe is loft.in empty air. 


As o’er the mead fhe tower'd along, 

Proud the furvey’d the gaping throng ; 

By youths, the pride of all the plain, 

What fighs, what vows, were breath’d in 
vain! 


For now in chryftal ftreams, the maid 
At morn and eve her form furvey’d 5 
Concluding ftill, at ev’ry view, 

That vows and fighs were but her due. 


Thus flighted, oneto Venus pray’d— 
Revenge me, goddefs, on the maid ! 
May the in youth fome wretch engage, 
Or die negleéted in her age !—~ 


Meantime the hours, with fleeting pace, 
Mov’don in Time’s inceflant race ; 
Whilft ev’ry minute, in its play, 
Ravifh’d fome fav’rite charm away. 


As fhades attend the fitting fun ; 

Asto the fea the rivers run: 

Socleuds obfcure late fummer’s pride; 
So youth rolls back life’s ebbing tide. 


While from her cheeks the rofes fly, 
The fparkles languifhin her eye ; : 
Her breaft, that beat to love’s alarms, 
Has loft its foftnefs, and its charms. 


No more with joy is Aura feen, 
In dance or revel on the green: 


No fwains purfuing now the vies, 
But {wains that fly if the purfues. 


Wand'ring, forlorn, thro’ woodlands drear, 
When, like her waning ftate, the year 
Dectin’d apace; again the meets 

The hoary fage, whom thus fhe greets —— 


Father! in this low mortal fate, 

“Tis vain, I fee, to ftrive with Fate ; 
A thoufand charms my form adorn’d, 
A thoufand fighing {wains I fcorn’d. 


A youthful virgin, long in peace, 

I found my joys and pow’r increafe 3 
But now chote joys, that triumph o’er, 
My fun fhall fer, to rife nomore !— 


Daughter! (the hermit then replies) 
Tis not for proud ones to be wiles 

Nor pleafure’s train, that idly wafte 
The winged moments as they hatte. 


Thy feorn thofe fuitors well might prove, 

By love difdain’d, or aping love ; 

Yet might’ thou well have bilefs’d fome 
youth, 

That woo’d with virtue, and with truth. 


So, in a litthe prattling race, 

Hadft thou renew'd each youthful grace 3 
And fweet fociety had blefs’d 

The ev’ning of life with reft. 


Thy perfon claim’d a decent care, 

But real worth fhould mark the fair 
Wifdom and virtue ; which combin’d, 
From the true desuty of the mind, 


Thefe beft improve the flecting hour, 

And (rateh from Time’s deftroying pow’er = 
His feythe reverie, in youth engage, 

And comfort faft-declining age. 


Now paft thy fpring—thy glafs far fpent—- 
Yer wife, tho’ late, woo {weet content 3 
Woo her where wifdom holds her throne, 
And feek thy joys from ber alone ? 


He faid; and to her wond’ring eyes 
Shone forth a native of the fkies: 

He fmil’d; and, bright’ning to the view, 
On rifing pinions {waft withdrew. 


Aura ftood check’d; nor longer fought 
Vain blifs, to refignation wrought ; 
Paft ills forgot, and prefent pride ; 
Tranquil fhe liv’d—contented died. 


aioe, 
See 


EPIGRAM. 


— 

ON his death-bed poor Simon lies, 
His {poufe is in defpair : 
With frequent fobs and mutual cries 

They both exprefs their care. 


A different caufe, fays Parfon Sly, 
The fame effect may gives 

Poor Simon fears that he fhall dies 
His wife—that he may live. 





